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Welcome to issug 74 of The Outlaw! Summer is upon
as in thg northern Hemisphere and, just likg mang of
gou, wg haveg plans afoot to take us on mang
advegnturgs: we’ll bg mountain tregkRing in the
€nglish lakegs, in Snowdonia and theg Scottish
Highlands and islands. Wg hopg to cateh up with
other Tars at various gvents — gspecially so the
[9GM in the Pegak Pistrict in Hugust! Will gou be
therg? It’s certainly an gvgnt not to bg missed if
possiblg —lots of high fun, intergsting presentations,
compgtitions, sailing, hikes, and outdoor swimming
—and so much morg!

Remegmbgr in Jung there is theg oneg-only 50"
Wnniversary Celgbration of the 1974 film, Swallows
and fImazons, in Bowngss-on-Windegrmere! lsots to
sege and do, lots to discover and fellow gnthusiasts
to sharg gour (IR gnthusiasms and storigs with.

We anticipate manyg talgs of summer 24 fun,
adventure, and angedotgs from you, so plgase segnd
in gour snaps and snippets by Hugust gnd.

THeE OdThLrIW €PITORS
The Blug Family
Contact:

GO Peter Wright,

17 Chesterwood Road,
Rings tigath,
Birmingham B13 0QG
Email:

outlaw@arthur-ransome.org
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Hrthur Ransomg was not a s¢lf-confessed
artist; no weegping abstractions will gou
find in his illustrations. You will find a

harmony of spontangity, of variation and
gmphasis on balaneg, on likgngss to his
characters. Turn the pages and gou will

find AR’s lings of playfulngss — seg if you

can find angy patterns of stylg: let us kKnow
what gou think. Whilst you arg having a

think about this, trg gour hand at sorting
out theg captions which havg all gottgn
mixed uap. You could win for gourself a
couplg of AR books from the Tars Stall.

Happy scratinizing!
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o Six Degrees of Separation

In theg winter of 1953, ong of the most degstructiveg gvegnts in the relationship between Britain and its
sgas oceurred. Strong and dogged north winds blegw morg water into theg NHorth d¢a faster than it
could copge with in its currgnt bearings and sga Igvels rosg steadily throughout January.

These high sga lgvels, allied with a high tidg and storm wavegs, overwhelmed the coastal flood
defencegs of south-gastern €ngland, westgrn Belgium and the Netherlands. S¢a waters surged
inland with foregs powerful gnough to regmove buildings and dismantlg trains from their tracks.
Most of the gastern coast of Britain was affected, particularly €ssex. d¢a Igvels werg highgst in
Harwich, south-west of Felixstowe, south of Shotley.

Many peoplg lost their livgs across Britain, Belgium and the Netherlands. Many morg lost their
homes; over 24,000 homes wereg damaged in €ngland. Flood defences werg breached in over 1,000
placegs. €xtgnsivg damagge to farmland was regported, with loss of livgstocek in the tgns of thousands.

There remain mang visiblg reminders in the towns and villages of south-gast €ngland of that storm.
The dlma Inn is located in the older part of Harwich, itself a milg from the ferry port wherg travellgrs
often Igave for the Hook of Holland. The inn was originally a merechant’s home. On a wall insidg is
a plagug which bgars thg name, Borough of Harwich. It also carrigs the Igvel mark that the 1953
floods reached insidg the inn: 1 metrg above the bar floor!

The flood reached its peak at around midnight, though people Igaving the lma at closing time
would havg felt much amiss at 10pm. The sgas in the harbour would alrgady have bgen rough, with
boats colliding, bracing themsglvegs against their anchors and buoys and theg cold, strong north
wind, following a dramatic fall in barometriec pressurg. Within half an hour of closing time, waters
had regached the top of the harbour walls and had bregached the quay, though high tide was yet to
arrive. By midnight then, the sga was surging inland and much of Harwich was underwater!

[t was a bitterly cold night and coats and warm clothgs had begen soaked begngath floodwaters; religf
camg only gradually. Rescug boats arrived by negxt daglight, ferrging peoplg to commaunal egntres
wherg hot drinks and food were rationed out. The storm surge was this harmful becausg it arrived
around thg samg time as high tidg and thg south-gast of €ngland is relatively low-1ging and faces
a largge, shallow sga ovgr which storm surggs can have a dgvastating ¢ffect.

In the 16™ cgntury, the building now housing the fima Inn was a merchant’s housg, homg to the
Twitt family. Sara Twitt married Christopher Jongs. Jongs was a sga captain and, not long after
marryging, in 1620, sailed with his ship, The AMagflower, to America, taking the Mayflower Pilgrims,
settlgrs hoping to gstablish the Segparatist Plymouth Colony in Massachusgtts.

Harwich itsglf became a significant naval basg and cgntrg for trade with €uropg, particularly the
Netherlands. The Twitt family home became the dima Inn in the 1850s, taking its name from a battlg
fought in the Crimegan War, a war during which Florgneeg Nightingalg used groundbrgaking
graphical techniqugs, including pig charts, to convineg army lgadgrs that morg soldigrs werg lost
to disgasg than to gngmy wounds.

You will know that our familiar adventurers staged at 79/ma Cottage, near to the Butt & Oyster, Pin
Mill, in We Pidn’t Mean to go to Sea. Pin Mill also featured in Secret Water. This is also where
Wrthur Ransomg had some of his own boats built at Hlarry Ring’s boatyard. This is also a setting
in the Strong Winds serigs of books by Julia Jongs. You can borrow thgseg books from Tars Lsibrary!




RANSOME
ILLUSTRATES A POINT

Painting

Preadnought

Tom camg
sailing home.

Flooded field

Here you can cglgbrate 60 illustrations by AR that
can bg found within the paggs of his ‘12° books. Whilst
the illustrations arg fairly trug, the captions havg all
begen mixed up. Your challgngg is to fit the corrget
captions to their picturgs, by noting ¢ach caption with
thg corrgsponding number, i.¢. ‘Preadnought” with
caption 5, 1-60, or to make correget those that have
begn ‘slightly” altered.

There magy gven be a red herring ...

Highgst corrget answer scorg by ugust gnd wins a
prizg of two AR books from THARS stall!

Making Ship’s papgers

Wet wegek in the lagoon
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Combing the Topps




A

No nged to gnvy them

now. Baba Yaga hut

Petectivegs on

In the storm

On the March

They had seen him The look-out




A great improvement
to the housg

The camp-firg

tlow not to lower sail

®id gou know that {drthur
Ransomg’s mother, €dith, had
been inspired by her father’s
gift for illustration and
watgreolour painting, and
gears later could bg called
apon to gneouragg him when
he was struggling with his own
illustrations for the owallows
and 1imazons books. €dith

oftgn regad the proofs and,
until she died, Ransomg sent Return of an ablg-sgaman
her a weekly Igtter, of which
morg than 300 gxist!

Pick gogs off




Jogging the pan

Breakfast on the wagy

Hrthur, when he lived at lsow
leuddgrburn, south lakeland, had
a largge, blanket-draped, tablg
which was his writing spacge. Here
was Rept his tgpewriter, a brass
and gnamgl ink-well, a pcasant
doll, somg feling figurings, a holed
stong from The Old Man of
Coniston, a telgscope, a George Il
penng, a pocket compass and
somg candlgsticks. tig had a tin of
pen-nibs and gach of his pencils
had a Turk’s hgad Knot around its =
middlg to stop it from rolling off Navigators
the tablg. What is that? o you
havg a special writing spacg? If so,
sgnd in a degegnt picturg and we'll
publish it in thg negxt gpisodg of
The Outlawt

The €xplorers.

Housgboats frozen in
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Insidg the cabin Pespatches

Inside the Goblin




Prifting

Taking bearings

@Qreat Northern ®iver

Hiddgn boat
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Inside the Goblin The Outlaw




At the staithe

Pixon’s farm Jonnats




First mug of water

= Portage

They've gong in!

Ransomg’s garly book
sketehgs werg drawn in
soft pencil then inked
over using /ndia ink,
after which the peneil
lings were rubbed awagy.
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The great-aunt comes ashorg |
_ — |

Tsar’s palace




A respected
girl’s school
becomes a
hotbed for
theft, spies,
and political
intrigue ...

The Swallows,
Amazons and
friends search
for‘gold’ in the
Lake District
hills, keeping in
touch via
homing
pigeons!

PIGEON POST

AND OTHER STORIES

i JULIAmIIG

Going off to France, Cat

joins the French
revolution and
discovers mystery and
intrigue...

Some of the characters
are young enough for
even a wander around the
garden to find an
intriguing adventure...

Aesop's fables

The pigeons are
terrified of the kite, so
they call upon the hawk
to help protect the
pigeons.

But what will happen?

Who is disturbing and disrupting the birds? Can the twitchers save the birds? A lively, twisty crime drama series!

Send in a review!
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BIOGRAPHY QUIZ
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10. What were the Swallows™ and the {dmazons’ names originally going to be?
11.
12. Which of AR’s boats was named after a character from ong of his books?

13. Which two ladigs is Misseg logg based on?

14. HHow many copigs of ‘Picts and Martyrs’ were printed by Jung 28" 1934?

15. When IR and €vggnia moved into a lsondon flat, whg did AR end up slgeping

Why did 1IR’s father carrg him to the top of the Old Man of Coniston whilg
still only a baby?

How old was IR when he reegived his first copy of “‘Robinson Crusog’?

What pets did AR have with him at boarding school and what did he teach
them to do?

Which famous pogt did R drink ‘Opal Hlush’ with and what was it?

Which famous pogt did AR sharg a room with?

What did (IR say that talking to Pora Collingwood was like?

What was AR’s agent number?

What is AR describing? — “It’s a pgrambulating biscuit tin ... that rattlgs about
beautifully.”

Whilst writing ‘Swallows and {dmazons’, what did {IR Regp on his writing desk
and what was it madg from?

Who was ‘Peter Puck’ dedicated to?

in the bathroom?




SUMMER STORES

Lonsdale Scones

Ingredients

12 oz flour

1 tablespoon sugar
1teaspoon bicarbonate soda
3.5 0z lard

2 teaspoons cream of tartar
Milk to make soft dough

Method
#  Turn oven to 200° ¢
*  Sieve flour, cream of tartar and
bicarbonate of soda together
* Rubinthelard W
®  Mixin the sugar \
#  Add milk to make soft dough
* Roll out onto a floured board to % inch
thickness
*  Cutinto rounds with biscuit cutter
#  Brush tops with milk
*  Bake for around 15 minutes
»

Enjoy!

”We can’t do any more without the
knapsacks,” said Dick. (Shifting Camp)

o Pigeon Post
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‘All but Nancy carried knapsacks, with
sandwiches and thermos flasks of tea.
Peggy’s knapsack held Nancy’s

provisions as well as her own, ...’ -
(Consulting Slater Bob) ~ Pigeon Post (
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"‘i’?‘x Recipes taken from the Favourite Lakeland Recipes book ©




TARS JUNIOR FUND - CHALLENGE YOURSELF!

The Fund provides grants to help young Tars take part in Ransome-inspired activities. It is named after Bridget
Altounyan, who was TARS’ first president, and the fund was set up in her memory. Bridget was the fifth Swallow.

Are you Eligible? Tars between age /3 and |9 may apply and this includes those who are part of family
memberships. The fund is trying to encourage adventurous activities that will stretch you and enable you to
learn new skills. Young Tars from anywhere in the world can apply.

What may you receive? The fund gives financial grants towards the cost of undertaking Ransome-inspired
activities. We usually don’t cover the full cost of any activity because we feel that raising funding yourself is an
important part of undertaking an activity.

What activities are covered? The range is wide'= sailing, climbing, camping, cycling;riding, chess
tournaments, scientific activities, archaeological*eyvents, or activities involving birds or the conservation of
wildlife. They.can be under the'supervision of any recognised adventure-training group.

What activities are not covered? School trips and GCSE field trips.

How do | apply? Write to Paul Crisp: p.crisp048@btinternet.com

AROUND GREAT BRITAIN
WITH THE ARTHUR
RANSOME SOCIETY

Hike, bike, trike, kayak, sail, row, swim or take a train ride (even hot-air balloon!) and share your AR
journey in words or pictures with us! Let’s see if we can circumnavigate or cross GB together.

For help with routes, try:

www.sustrans.org.uk (sustainable travel/National Cycle Network) { n

www.britishcanoeing.org.uk

www.bme.co.uk (British Mountaineering Council)

Send your route adventures by email and see them feature in Outlaw &/or Signals and even on the website!



http://www.sustrans.org.uk/
http://www.britishcanoeing.org.uk/
http://www.bmc.co.uk/

